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Latin Salutatory Oration
Lucy S. Wang

Habita in Comitiis Semi-Aetheriis Academicis Princetoniae  
In Nova Caesarea ante diem XVII Kal. Iun. 
Anno MMXXI 
Anno Academiae CCLXXIV 

Crura tendite, nam ultimus actus ordinis MMXXI in 
scaenam Princetoniensem venit. Hac die felicissima, 
convenimus ut victorias huius ordinis magnae celebremus. 
Carissimi sodales, quamquam ab his sedibus vere proximo 
discessimus et terris iactati sumus et alto, quam procul 
venerimus aspicite! Quam numen Somni alitis vitavimus 
et longis noctibus Dianam obliquo currum tramite agentem 
conspeximus! Forti cum pectore pavores Zoomi congelati 
harenasque torrentes dierum dissertationibus praestitutarum 
passi sumus. Forsan et haec olim meminisse iuvabit. Diu 
exspectavimus hanc diem, oras dulcissimas visu. Mei 
amici, sidera micantia semper itinera vestra dirigant! 
Atque vobis spectatoribus, salutem plurimam dico. Praesidi 
Eisgrubero, magistro intrepido nostri gregis. Curatoribus, 
topiariis huius institutionis magnae, sub cuius ramis 
frondeis floruimus. Sagacissimis professoribus, quorum 
sapientia nos in tramites claros obscurosque direxit. Felices 
qui potuerunt rerum cognoscere causas! Et parentibus 
nostris cognatisque, qui nos ab aestatibus primis usque ad 
ver iuventutis nostrae aluerunt, gratias vere maximas vobis 
agimus. In visu sedium carissimarum Princetoniae, vos 
securos advenisse gaudeo et omnes salvere iubeo!
Tametsi haec fabula exitura est, etiam plures prologos 
opperiuntur. Ab Iano benedicti, hac die gaudeamus, 
vera bonaque sequamur, et in litora nova cum comitibus 
dilectissimis pergamus. Ventus sit semper secundus 
qui vela vestra impleat nec non tepor qui panem 
vestrum permanet!

Secondary School Teaching Prizes
Recognition, by Provost Deborah A. Prentice, of recipients 
of prizes for distinguished secondary school teaching  
in the State of New Jersey.

Dr. Mina Armani
José Martí STEM Academy

Jametta P. Clarke
Lawrence High School

Christine Lim
Pennsauken High School

Andrew Teheran 
East Side High School

Processional
The audience will please rise  
when the faculty marshals enter.

Chief Marshal for University Convocations
Sandra L. Bermann

Associate Chief Marshal
Sanjeev R. Kulkarni

Marshals for Advanced Degrees
Claire F. Gmachl
Rosina A. Lozano

Marshals for Bachelor Degrees
Clarence W. Rowley
Stacey A. Sinclair

Candidates for Advanced Degrees

Candidates for Bachelor Degrees

Marshal for Recipients of Honorary Degrees
Eric S. Gregory

Processional Guests
 Recipients of Honorary Degrees

Mace-Bearer
Jeff E. Nunokawa

The Principals:

Associate Dean of Religious Life and of the Chapel
Theresa S. Thames

Dean of Religious Life and of the Chapel
Alison L. Boden

Dean of the College
Jill S. Dolan

Acting Dean of the Graduate School
Cole M. Crittenden

Dean of the Faculty
Sanjeev R. Kulkarni 

Provost
Deborah A. Prentice

President
Christopher L. Eisgruber

Marshal for Principles
Richard A. Register

Invocation
Alison L. Boden
Dean of Religious Life and of the Chapel

Greeting
Christopher L. Eisgruber
President of the University
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Bachelor Degrees 
Presentation to the president, by Dean of the College Jill S. Dolan, 
of candidates for bachelor degrees; ceremonial conferral of the 
degrees by the president. Because of the early date of this year’s 
Commencement ceremony, degrees will not be officially granted 
until the University’s Board of Trustees meets and approves their 
conferral on May 25, 2021. Pending such conferral, all degree 
candidates remain enrolled students at the University.

Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Science in Engineering

Valedictory Oration
Taishi Nakase
The valedictory is awarded by vote of the faculty to one of the 
highest-ranking candidates for bachelor degrees. The special 
qualifications of a student as valedictorian are taken into 
account, as well as scholastic standing.

Advanced Degrees
Presentation to the president, by Acting Dean of the Graduate 
School Cole M. Crittenden, of candidates for advanced degrees; 
ceremonial conferral of the degrees by the president. Because of 
the early date of this year’s Commencement ceremony, degrees 
will not be officially granted until the University’s Board of 
Trustees meets and approves their conferral on May 25, 2021. 
Pending such conferral, all degree candidates remain enrolled 
students at the University. 

Master of Arts
Master of Fine Arts
Master of Arts in Near Eastern Studies 
Master in Finance
Master of Architecture
Master in Public Affairs
Master in Public Policy
Master of Science in Engineering 
Master of Engineering
Doctor of Philosophy

The President’s Awards for 
Distinguished Teaching
Recognition, by Dean of the Faculty Sanjeev R. Kulkarni, of 
recipients of awards for sustained records of excellence in 
undergraduate- and graduate-level teaching by Princeton 
University faculty members.

Neta Bahcall
Professor of Astrophysical Sciences

Elizabeth Gavis
Professor of Molecular Biology

James Richardson
Professor of Creative Writing in the Lewis Center for the Arts 

Rory Truex
Assistant Professor of Politics and the School of Public 
and International Affairs

Honorary Degrees
Presentation to the president of the candidates for 
honorary degrees by the University Orator and Alumni 
Trustee, Melanie C. Lawson, Class of 1976; conferral of 
the degrees by the president.

Jon Bon Jovi (accepting in absentia)
Doctor of Music 
Born and raised in New Jersey, he is best known as the 
front-man of a Grammy Award-winning rock band; he is 
also a thoughtful philanthropist, establishing the Jon Bon 
Jovi Soul Foundation in 2006 with a mission to “break 
the cycle of hunger, poverty, and homelessness.” Over the 
past 15 years, his foundation has helped to do just that, 
supporting affordable housing for thousands of people 
across 11 states, and serving tens of thousands of meals 
to New Jerseyans in need. Through his commitment to 
rebuilding pride in one’s self and one’s community — one 
soul at a time — and his joyful contributions to the world 
of rock ‘n’  roll, he has taught us, “We’ve got to hold on to 
what we’ve got… We’ve got each other and that’s a lot.” 

Linda Caldwell Epps
Doctor of Humanities
This native of Elizabeth, New Jersey, and granddaughter 
of the Great Migration came of age in the turbulent 
1960s. In college and graduate school, she developed a 
passion for the history of America, and especially for the 
untold histories of our nation. She brought this passion 
to a career serving the people of New Jersey, first as a 
leader in higher education and public media, and later 
as president of the New Jersey Historical Society. Today, 
as CEO of 1804 Consultants, she brings more than four 
decades of experience to bear as she helps New Jersey 
educational and cultural organizations explore their 
pasts, understand the present, and advance their missions 
for the future. 

John V. Fleming
Doctor of Humane Letters
One of Princeton’s legendary lecturers and the recipient 
of the President’s Distinguished Teaching Award, among 
many other honors, he is an expert in the literature of the 
Middle Ages whose illustrious and extraordinary career 
spanned more than four decades. Raised on a farm in 
Mountain Home, Arkansas, he was a Rhodes Scholar 
and later became the Louis W. Fairchild Professor of 
English Literature. An extraordinary University citizen 
whom colleagues were known to call “the funniest man 
alive,” he chaired the English department for years, 
served twice as the head of Wilson College, and for 
nearly two decades was Chief Marshal at Princeton’s 
Commencement ceremonies. A widely learned and 
compassionate scholar, he offered the gifts of his research 
and teaching, his humility and humor, and his humane 
and charitable view of worlds past and present to 
generations of admiring students. 
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Remarks by the President 
of the University 
Christopher L. Eisgruber

Benediction 
Theresa S. Thames 
Associate Dean of Religious Life and of the Chapel

Alma Mater
Old Nassau
Tune ev’ry heart and ev’ry voice, 
Bid ev’ry care withdraw;
Let all with one accord rejoice, 
In praise of Old Nassau.
In praise of Old Nassau, we sing, 
Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah!
Our hearts will give  
 while we shall live,
Three cheers for Old Nassau.

Recessional
AV E T E  AT Q V E  VA L E T E

A Commentary on Commencement
Princeton traces its founding to a royal charter granted on 

October 22, 1746, by King George the Second of England. The first 
Commencement Exercises were held in 1748, in Newark, then home 
of the College of New Jersey, as Princeton was originally called. Six 
students were graduated at the first Commencement; today there are 
approximately 1,100 seniors receiving undergraduate degrees.

One of Princeton’s first graduate students was James Madison 
1771, later the fourth president of the United States. He remained 
at the college after graduation to continue his studies with President 
John Witherspoon, who was the only college president as well 
as the only clergyman to sign the Declaration of Independence. 
Systematic graduate instruction began in the 1870s, and the Graduate 
School, as it is known today, was formally organized in 1900. 
More than 200 recipients of advanced degrees will be recognized at 
Commencement today.

Princeton’s Commencements have been held in late spring only 
since 1844. Before then the ceremony took place in the fall because 
the College was in session all summer long. Since the College 
moved to Princeton in 1756, Commencement has been held in a 
variety of locations on or near campus, including Alexander Hall, 
the First Presbyterian Church, and Nassau Hall, but since 1922 the 
front lawn of Nassau Hall (known as front campus) has been the site 
of Commencement, weather permitting. This year is the first time 
that Commencement has been held in Princeton Stadium, a change 
necessitated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Rush Holt
Doctor of Laws
As the son of a U.S. Senator and a scientist who served 
as the first female Secretary of State of West Virginia, 
he followed his parents’ footsteps to become a teacher, 
scientist, and eight-term congressman representing New 
Jersey’s 12th district. Recognizing his Ph.D. in physics, 
his supporters proudly proclaimed, “My Congressman 
is a rocket scientist.” Beyond his service in Congress, 
he taught at Swarthmore College, held a senior post 
at the Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory, and was 
chief executive officer of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science and executive publisher of 
the Science family of journals. Never one to shy away 
from a challenge, he was also a five-time winner on the 
quiz show “Jeopardy!” An investigator of the mysteries of 
the universe and a faithful steward of our democracy, he 
dedicated his life to advocating for science and the people 
of New Jersey.   

Risa Juanita Lavizzo-Mourey
Doctor of Science
The child of two physicians, she always planned to 
pursue a career in medicine and went on to earn a 
medical degree from Harvard followed by an MBA from 
the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania. 
A childhood meeting with Martin Luther King Jr. —  
who in 1966 said, “Of all the forms of inequality, 
injustice in health is the most shocking and the most 
inhumane”— inspired her to broaden her focus beyond 
healing individual patients to benefitting broader society 
through medicine. Honored by the Obama administration 
as a White House Champion of Change, in her wide-
ranging career she was the chief of geriatric medicine 
at the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Medicine 
and a member of the White House Health Care Reform 
Task Force. For almost 15 years, she served at the helm 
of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation — the nation’s 
largest philanthropy dedicated to improving public 
health — where she used her voice, her expertise, and 
her passion to make a powerful, measurable difference 
in the lives and the health of millions of people. 

Constance Mercer Myers
Doctor of Humane Letters
For three decades, she has made it her mission to provide 
shelter, support, and, above all, hope to central New 
Jersey’s homeless. As the founder and chief executive 
officer of HomeFront, she has mobilized a small army of 
staff, volunteers, and donors with the goal of empowering 
families to “break the cycle of poverty” by overcoming 
the interlocking obstacles to self-sufficiency — from 
prohibitive housing costs, to inadequate childcare, to 
under-developed life skills. HomeFront’s welcoming 
Family Campus in Ewing, which exemplifies this 
multidimensional vision, is a testament to what passionate 
leadership and selfless determination can achieve.

In Memoriam
The University remembers here with great sadness two 
students, whose untimely death occurred during their time 
at Princeton.
Kevin Chang, Member of the Class of 2023
Cassidy Yang, Fifth-year graduate student in quantitative 
and computational biology
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